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Item:
Item # Grade Claim | Target| DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student will identify explicit
text evidence to support a GIVEN
1 6 1 8 2 RI-1 inference based on the text.

The author suggests that raining fish was a welcomed event to some people. Which sentence
from _the text best supports this inference?

(&) “In some places, however, it happens so often that it doesn't even surprise residents any
longer.”

® “In Yoro, Honduras, it happens so regularly that they have begun to predict the Lluvia de
Peces, or Rain of Fishes, once or twice a year.”

€ “In Lajamanu, Australia, the fish were not only alive, but some were large enough to eat.”

@ "It has rained fish on every continent, and each time, people have tried in various ways to
explain this strange phenomenon.”

Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will summarize a
2 6 1 9 2 RI-2 central ideain a text.

éWhich statement best summarizes the central idea of the text?

(&  Fish adapt to their environments, and in some cases lose certain abilities.

® Animals raining from the sky is an unusual event that can be explained through science.
© Scientists need to capture fish raining from the sky on film before the event is believable.
@ Animals live through varying weather conditions despite extreme changes to their
environments.
Key: B

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # Grade | Claim | Target| DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student will determine the
central idea of a key paragraph
3 6 1 9 2 RI-2 in the text.

Read the paragraphs from the text. Then, answer the question.

Scientists couldn't figure it out at first. To make matters stranger still, the fish in Yoro were
very much alive when they rained down to the ground, but they were all blind. In England, it
rained fish, frogs, spiders, and snakes, and none were blind. In Lajamanu, Australia, the fish
were not only alive, but some were large enough to eat. It was difficult to puzzle out, but the
blind fish in Yoro gave them a place to start.

Scientists knew that some fish that lived in deep, underground caves with no light sources
often lost their eyesight over generations of adaptation. They simply no longer needed to see.
So when blind fish rained down on Yoro, scientists began to connect some dots. Clearly, these
particular fish were pulled from an underground water source by force. The waterspout theory
began to seem more and more possible.

Which statement best summarizes the central idea of the paragraphs?

()  Scientists were interested in knowing why the raining animals differed from place to
place.

(8 Details about animals affected by the unusual event led to an understanding of how it
was happening.

ft' The presence of unusual animals brought about the belief that the event was rare and
due to special situations.

@ Understanding how animals change to match their environments helped scientists
determine why particular events happened to them.

Key: B

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student willmake an
inference about an author's
intention and identify evidence
within the text that supports

4 6 1 11 3 RI-8 the inference.

Read the paragraph from the text.

It has rained fish on every continent, and each time, people have tried in various ways to
explain this strange phenomenon. Historically, villagers thought the “fishes from the heavens”
might be answers to prayers for food. Others proposed that flashfloods overran river banks and
oceans, depositing the fish on the city streets. No scientist had actually seen the rain as it
occurred, only the fish left on the ground. But in 1970, a National Geographic team happened
to be in Yoro when the Rain of Fishes began. They recorded what was happening and made
history by finally proving that the fish really did fall from the sky.

What most likely did the author intend by mentioning some of the beliefs people had about
raining fish at the beginning of the paragraph? Support your answer with evidence from the
text.

Score Rationale Exemplar

A response:

o Gives sufficient evidence of the ability
to make a clear inference/conclusion

¢ Includes specific examples/details that
make clear reference to the text

e Adequately explains
inference/conclusion with clearly

> relevant information based on the text

Responses may include (but are not

limited to):

¢ (conclusion) Authorwantedto explain
why people had different explanations
about raining fish.

e (support) the ideas about the meaning
of the fish (gift from heaven, the result
of heavy rainfall)

The author wanted to highlight how for years
people had different explanations for why there
were raining fish. Some people thought that
they were fishes fromthe heavens, while
others thought they came fromflash floods. But
since no scientists had seen raining fish, it was
rather confusing. The mystery was solved when
the National Geographic teamsaw the raining
fish.
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(support) National Geographic was
present for the Rain of Fishes.

e (support) Filming the fish made stories
believable.

A response:
e Gives limited evidence of the ability to
make an inference/conclusion

e Includes vague/limited The author wanted to show that many different
examples/details that make reference |people had different explanations for why there
1 to the text were raining fish, however because no one
¢ Explains inference/conclusion with solved the problem, they didn't know the exact
vague/limited information based on thefreason. The mystery was solved in 1970.
text

Responses may include those listed in
the 2 point response.

A response:
e Gives no evidence of the ability to
make an inference/conclusion

OR
e Gives an inference/conclusion but
0 includes no examples or no People have talked about seeing fish fall from
examples/details that make reference |the sky for a long time.
to the text
OR

e Gives an inference/conclusion but
includes no explanation or no relevant
information from the text
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Item # Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student will analyze the
interaction between ideas within
5 6 1 12 3 RI-3 a text.

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Click on the statement that best describes what the reference to tornadoes shows about
waterspouts.

A. A waterspout can cause destruction.
B. A waterspout can carry items within it.
C. A waterspout is difficult to catch on film.

D. A waterspout is a unique weather system.

Part B
Click on the sentence from the text that best supports your answer in part A.

How do clouds make fish? The simple answer is that they don't. There is a particular weather
phenomenon called a waterspout. A waterspout is just like a tornado, only it forms above
oceans, lakes, or rivers. Like a tornado, a waterspout is shaped like a funnel and moves in a
circle at high speeds. The speed creates a vacuum effect which causes the funnel to suck
everything it passes upward into its highest, widest section. Some waterspouts are only a
few feet tall, but others are over a hundred feet high!

Key:
Part A: B

Part B: The speed creates a vacuum effect which causes the funnel to suck everything it
passes upward into its highest, widest section. (All textis selectable.)

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct
sentence in Part B.
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Item:
Item# | Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will determine how
structuring a text with a specific
detail at its beginning impacts the
6 6 1 13 2 RI-5 meaning of the text.

nami desert.

How does this sentence add to the confusion about raining fish as presented in the text?

Read the sentence from the text. Then, answer the question.

jamanu, Australia, is a dry little town with 600 residents, sitting right on the edge of the

(&) It helps the reader picture an area that would make raining fish an unusual event.

® It helps the reader consider whether there were raining fish in neighboring towns.

© It helps the reader know that raining fish was welcomed in the area.

o

Key: A

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx

@ It helps the reader understand why few people knew about raining fish.




Smarter
Balanced Grade6

Assessment Consortium

Item:
Item# | Grade Claim | Target | DOK Standards Evidence Statement

The student will analyze why
an author included certain
elements in a text and
analyze how that inclusion

7 6 1 13 3 RI-5 impacts meaning.

How does the last paragraph add to the central idea of the text? Select three options.

[ It describes how species in the area changed over time.

[ It illustrates the importance of finding the explanation behind the event.

[ It explains how waterspouts came to be a center of scientific research.

[ It identifies how the discovery cleared up many different scientific theories.

[ It shows how the understanding of waterspouts affected other areas of science.

Key: It illustrates the importance of finding the explanation behind the event.; It
identifies how the discovery cleared up many different scientific theories.; It shows how
the understanding of waterspouts affected other areas of science.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the three correct responses.
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Item # Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will interpret the
8 6 1 14 3 L-5.a use of literary devices.

éRead the sentence from the text.

§This huge breakthrough wasn't just a spot of good luck.

EWhich statement best describes what the phrase "wasn't just a spot of good luck” adds to the
meaning_of the text?

(A It explains the idea that the raining fish could only be seen in certain places.
® It establishes that the scientists were fortunate to have made their discoveries.

© It reinforces the idea that hard work went into determining the cause for the raining fish.

o

@ It suggests that the scientists relied heavily on random events to drive their investigation.

Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student will identify text
evidence to support a given
9 6 1 1 2 RI-1 inference based on the text.

Which detail from the text best supports the idea that the narrator is feeling discouraged?

) The narrator says that Libby is not understanding the training.

® The narrator says that Libby leaps on other dog owners during class.

© The narrator is disappointed about missing a trip to the water park with a friend.

@ The narrator hears Libby howl and whine when she sees the other dogs in class.
Key: A

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # | Grade | Claim | Target| DOK Standards Evidence Statement
The student will summarize key
10 6 1 2 2 RL-2 ideas and eventsin a text.

Which sentence from the text best summarizes the central idea of the text?

-]

m "It all started a few months ago when my mom and dad made a deal with me."
® "“'The dog will be your responsibility,” Dad warned, '—and not just when it's convenient."”

© "She was a 30-pound ball of fur, claws, and teeth with an uncanny ability to jump, dig, and
chew.”

o

@ "“But the teacher said it was the most important class of the series because she was going
to talk about the commands to 'stay’ and 'come."”

Key: B

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # | Grade |[Claim | Target| DOK Standards Evidence Statement
The student will use resources
to determine the correct
meaning of an unknown word in

11 6 1 3 2 RL-4, L-4.a a literary text.

{v) 1. to use for a practical purpose

to light up a small city.”

First, read the dictionary definition. Then, complete the task.

Click on the word that most closely matches the definition provided.

On the first day of dog school, Libby was as excited as I had ever seen her. She howled and
whined and stood on her hind legs when she saw the other dogs in the class. Her tail waqgged
at about 100 miles an hour as she ran and greeted each of her canine classmates.

“"If we could harness her tail’s energy,” my dad said, "I think she could generate enough power
Despite the distraction of having four potential playmates in the room, Libby breezed through

her first class because we had already taught her to sit, lie down, and recognize her name. My
homework was to reinforce these ideas throughout the week,

Key: harness (selectable distractors are: greeted, generate, breezed, recognize)

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct word.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx
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Item # Grade Claim | Target DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will form an
inference about a literary
text and identify details
within the text that support

12 6 1 4 3 RL-6 that inference.

What inference can be made about the narrator's feelings about Libby's successes? Support
vour answer with details from the text,

|Sco re||

Rationale

|| Exemplar

A response:

Gives sufficient evidence of the ability
to make a clear inference/conclusion
Includes specific examples/details that
make clear reference to the text
Adequately explains
inference/conclusion with clearly
relevant information based on the text

Responses may include (but are not
limited to):

(inference) They are close.
(inference) They both have worked
hard.

(inference) The dog has done well in
obedience training school.
(inference) oOther inferences
supported by the text-

(support) The narrator uses the word
“nailed” to describe how Libby did on
the test.

(support) “It was impressive” shows
that the narrator is pleased with
Libby's accomplishments.

(support) The narrator hugged Libby to
show her enthusiasmand pleasure

One inference that could be made about the
narratoris that although it was hard work and
a lot of responsibility, it was worth it to see
Libby succeed. The narrator worked extra hard
to train Libby to come when she was called so
she wouldn't go into the street. The narrator
also gave up a trip to the water park so she
wouldn't miss a puppy training class. It was all
worth it in the end because Libby not only
graduated, but was named most improved.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx
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about Libby's accomplishments.

e (support) The narrator gave Libby “the
jackpot” of five sausage treats to show
her pleasure about Libby's
accomplishments.

e (support) The narrator says, “Way to
go, Libs.”

e (support) The narrator says, “I’'m so
proud of you.”

A response:

e Gives limited evidence of the ability to
make an inference/conclusion

¢ Includes vague/limited
examples/details that make reference ||One inferenceis that the narrator is happy

1 to the text about her dog. Libby did a good job in puppy
o Explains inference/conclusion with class, she learned to sit and stay.
vague/limited information based on the
text

Responses may include those listed in
the 2 point response.

A response:

¢ Gives no evidence of the ability to
make an inference/conclusion

OR

¢ Gives an inference/conclusion but
includes no examples or no
examples/details that make reference
to the text

OR

e Gives an inference/conclusion but
includes no explanation or no relevant
information from the text

Libby is a great dog.
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Item:

Item # | Grade Claim Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will analyze the
relationships among
characters' actions/interactions

13 6 1 5 3 RL-3 within one text.

§This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B,

Part A

Read the paragraphs from the text.

I grudgingly missed a trip to the water park with my best friend for week 4, so I was not the
happiest owner at the class. But the teacher said it was the most important class of the
series because she was going to talk about the commands to "stay” and "come.”

"Teaching your dog to come when she is called can save her life,” she said. "If she takes off
chasing something into a dangerous area, she has to respond to your call.”

She was right. I had seen Libby bolt across the street once while chasing a squirrel, and 1
was glad we lived on a quiet street with little traffic. So I worked extra hard on our homework
that week.

Select the statement that best describes how the relationship between the narrator and
Libby develops in the paragraphs.

A The narrator is disappointed about missing the trip to the water park until she realizes
the importance of Libby's lesson.

® The narrator was nervous about missing the trip to the water park with her best friend
and later becomes excited to know that Libby is learning an important skill.

fc. The narrator is unhappy that she is missing the trip to the water park with her best
friend, which makes her regret having to take Libby to puppy training class.

™ The narrator is angry that she is missing the trip to the water park with her best friend,
but realizes she made the agreement with her father to take Libby to puppy training

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx 15



Smarter
Balanced Grade6

Assessment Consortium

Part B

Which sentences from the text best support your answer in part A? Select three options.

[ "I grudgingly missed a trip to the water park with my best friend for week 4, so I was
not the happiest owner at the class.”

[ "But the teacher said it was the most important class of the series because she was
going to talk about the commands to 'stay’ and ‘come.”

[ ""Teaching vour dog to come when she is called can save her life,’ she said. 'If she takes
off chasing something into a dangerous area, she has to respond to your call.”

[ "She was right. I had seen Libby bolt across the street once while chasing a squirrel, and
I was glad we lived on a quiet street with little traffic.”

[ "So I worked extra hard on our homework that week.”

Key:
Part A: A

Part B: “l grudgingly missed a trip to the water park with my best friend for week 4, so |
was not the happiest owner at the class.”; “She was right. | had seen Libby bolt across
the street once while chasing a squirrel, and | was glad we lived on a quiet street with
little traffic.”; “So | worked extra hard on our homework that week.”

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the three correct
responsesin Part B.
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Item:

Item # Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will interpret the
meaning of a figurative phrase
used in context and its impact

14 6 1 7 3 L-5 on meaning and tone.

Read the sentences from the text.

“stop and sit” when she forged ahead.

dog? Select two choices,

Our trainer said we were supposed to keep a "smile” in the leash when we walked, meaning
there should be some slack between the owner and the dog. My leash was more of a tight-
lipped grin. On our training treks down the street to the park, I frequently commanded Libby to

What does the phrase "tight-lipped grin” suggest about the narrator's comfort level with her

[ 1 The narrator is anxious with her dog.

[ 1 The narrator is confident with how to teach her dog.

[ 1 The narrator is confused about how to lead her dog.

[1 The narrator feels a sense of pride in training her dog.

[1 The narrator is cautious when holding the leash of her dog.

[l The narrator is excited to begin the important lesson with her dog.

Key: The narrator is anxious with her dog.; The narrator is cautious when holding the

leash of her dog.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student willanalyze the
impact of word choice on reader
15 6 1 7 3 RL-5 interpretation of meaning or tone.

Read the sentences from the text and the question that follows.

Libby, a four-month-old yellow Labrador retriever, arrived shortly thereafter. She was a
30-pound ball of fur, claws, and teeth with an uncanny ability to jump, dig, and chew.

"I think she is part-kangaroo,” I said as she bounced up and down on her hind legs to greet
me.

She could also run like a racehorse. Each day after school I exercised Libby by taking her for
long walks or by repeatedly throwing a tennis ball for her to chase down. When it was too wet
to play outside, I lobbed an assortment of furry, squeaky toys up and down the stairs for her to
retrieve. She never seemed to tire.

What do the descriptions "part-kangaroo” and "run like a racehorse” suggest about Libby?

x  She does not behave well.

® She is playful and attentive.
¢ She does not act like a dog.
 She is energetic and excitable.
Key: D

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

1. (Organization) The student
will use information provided in
a stimulus to write organized
narratives that engage and
orient the reader by e.
providing closure that follows
16 6 2 la 3 W-3.b logically from the narrative

A student is writing a narrative for class about a speech contest. Read the draft of the narrative and complete the
task that follows.

The big day had finally arrived. I had won the local speech contest and had advanced to the regional, representing

Madison Middle School. Now it was the state competition. I waited backstage for the host to announce my name.
Even though I had practiced much, I was extremely nervous. My heart was thumping, my mouth was dry, and my
palms were sweating. "You're ready for this,” I told myself. Still, picturing an audience of parents, teachers, and
classmates made me want to totally disappear.

Patrick, my best friend, reminded me, "You'll do great. You're prepared. You've come this far.”

I nodded affirmatively. Patrick was right. I was ready for this, and besides, I won first place in the earlier contests.
Yet, I pictured all eyes on me waiting for me to mess up. My heart was gradually sinking into my stomach.

"You can’t back out now,” T told myself as Mr. Nichols, the host, announced my name and the title of my speech,
"My Hero.”

Patrick smiled and gave me a pat on the back. The next thing I knew, I was walking confidently across the stage to
the microphone. Taking a deep breath, I greeted the audience and began my speech. I heard my voice, strong and
steady. I told myself, "This is great. I feel prepared and have something to share with my audience.”

The time flew past. I delivered my conclusion and said a final "Thank you.”

In one paragraph write an ending to the narrative that follows logically from the events or experiences in the
narrative.

Score Rationale Exemplar

The response: The audience began clapping, rising, and

e provides an adequate transition fromthe [[standing up saying, “Way to go, Eric.” gave
“body of the story” to the the audience a final bow and walked

5 ending/conclusion backstage, feeling really good about my

e provides an appropriate ending to the speech. Fromthis experience, | learned that
narrative that provides a sense of closure|speaking on stage is an opportunity to share
and/or follows logically from the events |my thoughtswith an audience. | also learned
or experiences in the story that having a good friend and practicing

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx 19
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helped me be a better speaker. | was more
prepared, sincere, and enthusiastic.

Annotation: This response provides a
logical ending, based on the experience as
described in the stimulus. This response
incorporates a “lesson learned,” which is
appropriate and effective although not all “2”
responses would include suchreflection.

The response:

provides a limited and/or awkward
transition from the “body of the story” to
the ending or conclusion

provides a general or partial ending to
the narrative about a speechcontest that
may provide a limited sense of closure
and/or somewhat follow logically from the
events or experiencesin the story

| bowed and walked off stage. | know that
having a good friend and practicing helped
me be a better speaker.

Annotation: The response offers a limited
sense of closure (“walking off the stage” is
self-evident, although it does transition from
the stimulus). This response attemptsto
reflect on the experience, but the sense of
closure is limited by the generality—
“practice...worked,” which merely repeats an
idea from the first paragraph of the
stimulus). Note: Other “1” responses may
have other rubric strengths/weaknesses but
would be overall “limited.”

The response:

provides a minimal or no transition from
the “body of the story” to the
ending/conclusion; or the transition relies
on summary, repetition of details, or
addition of extraneous details

provides an unclear or incomplete ending
to the narrative that provides little or no
closure and/or does not follow logically
from or contradicts the events or
experiences in the story

My friend Patrick had told me that | would do
a good job.

Annotation: While the response is not
illogical or extraneous (Patrick did tell him he
would be fine), it does not provide any sense
of closure. Other types of “0” papers might
receive the score because the ending is
illogical, or because the ending does not flow
from the previous paragraph, etc.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx
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Target

DOK

Item:
Standards

Evidence Statement

17

1b

(Organization) The student will
revise narrative texts by
identifying/choosing improved
narrative elements such as d.
Transition strategies to convey
sequence, establish pacing,
signal shifts in time or place

A student wrote a narrative for a creative writing contest. Her teacher suggested that she add a transition sentence
to connect the paragraphs below. Read the draft of the narrative and the directions that follow.

On the first day of middle school, Grace marched onto the school bus and slid into an empty seat. She wondered
how many more times she would have to ride the bus without her best friend Alex. The noisy bus filled with

laughter and the chirping sounds of chatter. The bus driver started the old, tired engine and, with a grumpy tone,
told all the students to find a seat. Grace opened her book bag in search of her library book. Unable to locate the

book, she sat back in her seat and tried to relax.

Her kindergarten teacher had smiled brightly and sung songs to the class every morning. He had made school

exciting and Grace remembered enjoying every minute of her time in the bright, colorful classroom. She thought
about meeting Alex at lunch on the first day of kindergarten. They had brought the same type of lunch box and,
after a brief introduction, they had decided to swap sandwiches.

Select the best sentence to transition between the two paragraphs.

(w  Grace began to daydream about her other teachers, friends, and favorite subjects.

9 @ ®

Key: D

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx

Grace felt a sense of relief as she thought about all the books she had read.
Grace's mind began to focus on her lunch as her stomach grumbled loudly.

Grace's thoughts slowly led her back to another, happier first day of school.
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

(Organization) The student will
revise arguments by identifying
improved organizational
elements such as establishing a
18 6 2 6b 2 W-1.a clear claim.

A student is writing a letter to the school principal about summer homework. Read the draft of the letter and
complete the task that follows.

Students who attend this school have noticed an increase in the amount of summertime homework over the past
few vears. Teachers hope that by giving homework over the summer, they will help students retain the information
they learned during the school year. Some studies show that students score lower on standardized tests at the end
of summer vacation than they score on the same tests at the end of the previous school year. The reality is that
unless students are engaged in the learning process, they most likely will not remember all that they have learned.

Nonetheless, students spend many hours doing homework during the school year, and some people feel that
students deserve a break from this routine. Many students have other commitments during the summer that
prevent them from committing to studying for hours each day. Even students without such commitments look
Iforward tﬁ spending time outdoors when the weather is nice. These are strong reasons against assigning summer
1omework.

The student needs to add an introduction that clearly establishes the claim about summer homework. Choose the
paragraph that would make the best introduction.

A  Some people feel that summertime homework is necessary for students to perform well in school. Research can
be found, however, to support both the advantages and disadvantages of summertime homework. Both sides
of the issue should be carefully studied before making a decision on the issue.

® Students do not get to choose whether or not they want to have homework over the summer. Students should
be able to help decide if summertime homework would be beneficial. Teachers and students should work
together to decide on the type and amount of summertime homework.

© Currently at our school, students are assigned summer homework by teachers. As a middle school student, I
know the concerns that students have regarding this practice. I firmly believe that teachers should not give
homework to students over the summer.

@ summer assignments should not be worksheets. Sure, students are assigned summer homework by teachers.
But reading books would be better than filling in worksheets.

Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item # | Grade | Claim | Target

DOK

Item:
Standards

Evidence Statement

19 6 2 8

w-2.d

The student will identify and use
the best academic or grade-level
or below domain-specific (but not
scientific or social studies)
construct-relevant
word(s)/phrase to convey the
precise or intended meaning of a
text especially with
informational/explanatory
writing.

A student is writing an article for her school newspaper about the Library of Congress. Read the draft of a
paragraph from her article and answer the question that follows.

The Library of Congress is the world’s largest library. It celebrated its 200th birthday in 2000. It has 16 million
books, art works, and CDs. The first library was in the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. British troops burned
the Capitol in 1814 and ruined many books. The library was then moved to a new place.

The writer wants to replace the underlined phrase to make her meaning more exact. Which word would make her

word choice better?

@ rearranged
® relocated
© switched

@ transported

Key: B

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will identify and use
W-2d, W-3d, | the best word(s)/phrase to
20 6 2 8 2 L-3a, L-6 conveyideas in a text precisely.

948

A student is writing an informational report about New York City for a geography class. The student needs to use
words that are clear and specific in her report. Read the paragraph from the draft of the report and answer the

question that follows.

Mew York City is often described as a "melting pot.” The term "melting pot” refers to a garoup of
people of different cultures living in the same place. In a melting pot, different customs and traditions
"melt” together and become more and more similar to each other. However, some people believe that
the idea of a melting pot is not really right. In fact, people of different cultures often live side-by-side
while keeping their own customs and traditions.

Which set of words best replaces the underlined phrases with more clear and specific language?

(&) organization, correct

® association, truthful

© community, accurate

@ crowd, honest
Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:

Item # Grade Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will identify and/or
edit for correct spelling of words
that are at or two grades below
grade level, including frequently

21 6 2 9 1 L-2.b misspelled words.

A student has written an essay for his English class about his life before sixth grade. Read the draft of the essay,
and complete the task that follows.

Growing up in Chicago, I always felt that one of the best things in life was going to my grandmother's homested.
When I grew sick of the humid weather, I welcomed the trip to her northern Wisconsin farm, where cool breezes
blew off Lake Superior. Grandma was a fabulous cook, and she wouldn't hear of going out for fast food. She always
had a home-cooked meal—made from old family recipes featuring secret erbs and spices—waiting for us. We
couldn't wait to get in the door. One thing she always had just for me was pumpkin cake with cream cheese
frosting. It didn't matter what we were eating for dinner, we would have pumpkin cake for dessert. It was my
grandma’s way of saying she loved me, and every time I eat pumpkin cake now, I think of that little farm and
Grandma and the wonderful times we shared with her there.

Click on the two sentences that contain errors in spelling.

Key: Growing up in Chicago, | always felt that one of the best things in life was going to
my grandmother’s homested.; She always had a home-cooked meal—made from old
family recipes featuring secret erbs and spices—waiting for us. (All text is selectable.)

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences.
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Item:
Item # Grade | Claim | Target| DOK | Standards

Evidence Statement

22 6 3 4 2 SL-3, SL-2

1. The student will identify,
interpret, or analyze the point of
view, purpose, central idea, or
key points of a presentation.

What is the most likely purpose of the presentation?

A to explain how scientists identify mastodon teeth

® to show how children contributed to scientific knowledge

© to explain why ancient bones are often mistaken for rocks

™ to show why creeks are ideal sources for finding mastodon bones
Key: B

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # Grade Claim | Target| DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

3. The student will analyze a
quality (soundness of reasoning,
relevance or sufficiency of

23 6 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 | evidence) of a presentation.

‘What additional information could be added to the presentation to best help the listener’s
understanding of the main_ idea?

(a) a description of the habitat where mastodons lived
® a description of the creek where the tooth was found
€ the number of mastodon teeth and bones found in Iowa

@ an explanation of how the professor became involved in identifying the tooth

Key: D

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

4. The student will draw and/or
support a conclusion based on
24 6 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 | contentin a presentation.

The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Which conclusion is best supported by the information in the presentation?

(& Scientific discoveries about mastodons are often accidental.

® Scientists will begin asking children to help find mastodon bones.

© The discovered tooth allowed scientists to determine what the mastodons looked like.
©

Scientists conducting a search of the creek area are likely to find more evidence of
mastodons.

Part B

Which detail from the presentation best supports your answer to part A?

[ Mastodons were huge and hairy animals with curved tusks.

[ The boy discovered the tooth by pulling a stick out of the water.

[ Four children discovered the mastodon tooth while exploring a nearby creek.

[ 1 The professor thought more mastodon bones and teeth would be found in the area.

Key:
Part A: D

Part B: The professor thought more mastodon bones and teeth would be found in the
area.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct
responsein Part B.
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim| Target | DOK | Standards

Evidence Statement

25 6 3 4 2 SL-3, SL-2

1. The student will identify,
interpret, or analyze the point of
view, purpose, central idea, or
key points of a presentation.

gWhat is the central idea of the presentation?

&) The original wheel works much the same way as the wheels used today.

® The wheel was invented because early humans wanted to make tasks easier.

© Many different ideas were experimented with and combined in order to invent the wheel.

@ Early humans made several failed attempts to develop a solution for moving heavy objects.

Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

4. The student will draw and/or
support a conclusion based on
26 6 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 | contentin a presentation.

The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

Which conclusion is best supported by evidence from the presentation?

& The invention of the wheel was a planned discovery, not an accident.

8 As civilizations grew over time, humans found they needed better tools.

© Early humans probably shared their tools, supplies, and even their ideas with each other.
)

Humans invented the wheel because they valued their possessions and did not want to
leave them behind to travel.

Part B

Which details from the presentation best support vour answer in part A? Select three
options.

[1 The inventor of the first wheel is unknown.

[1 The first wheels were often attached to carts.

[ 1 There is evidence of humans using the wheel in specific societies.

[ Different groups of people developed different versions of early wheels.

[ Humans continued to look for ways they could alter the invention of the wheel.
Key:
Part A: B

Part B: There is evidence of humans using the wheel in specific societies.; Different
groups of people developed different versions of early wheels.; Humans continued to
look for ways they could alter the invention of the wheel.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the three correct
responsesin Part B.
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Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

2. The student will analyze how
information is presented and/or
27 6 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 [ the effects of the delivery.

éRead the sentence from the presentation and the question that follows.

é.f-\ncl 4000 years ago, the ancient Egyptians used wheels with spokes to support fancy chariots.

How does this sentence influence the listener's understanding of the presentation? Select
three options.

[ It shows that humans have been using wheels for a long time.
| It stresses the idea that the wheel was a necessity for many ancient peoples.
[ It supports the idea that the wheel was a source of entertainment in ancient times.

[ It suggests that as the wheel evolved over time, the number of ways it could be used
grew.

[ It strengthens the significance of the wheel by providing a specific example of how it was
used.

Key: It shows that humans have been using wheels for a long time.; It suggeststhat as
the wheel evolved over time, the number of ways it could be used grew.; It strengthens
the significance of the wheel by providing a specific example of how it was used.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the three correct responses.

G6_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx 31



Smarter

Balanced

Assessment Consortium

Grade 6

Item:
Item # | Grade | Claim | Target | DOK | Standards Evidence Statement
The student will analyze
information within and among
sources of information in order to
integrate information that is
28 6 4 2 2 W-8 paraphrased.

A student is writing a report about sleep. Read both sources and the directions that follow.

Source 1: "During Sleep” by Dr. Howard Dell

If you are like some people, you may think that sleep is a process during which the body and brain shut off, but
this is not the case. The body goes through a series of stages during sleep in which body and brain activity change.
Most of these changes are not noticed nor remembered. However, sleep does usually follow a pattern. Muscle
activity and breathing slow in the initial stages of sleep. The body's temperature also decreases. Sometimes during
sleep, the heart can begin to beat more quickly, blood pressure can rise, and many muscles experience small
movements. These changes often happen during dreams.

Source 2:

What Happens While You Sleep

Sleep Stage

Description

Stage 1 Light Sleep

The muscles relax, eye movement slows, and thoughts
begin to fade. A person may be easily awakened.

Stage 2 Light Sleep

Eye movement stops, and a person can experience
brief dreams. Body temperature begins dropping
and heart rate slows.

Stage 3 Moderate-Deep
Sleep

The body temperature lowers, and a person is difficult
to awaken.

Stage 4 Deep Sleep

The brain uses less energy. The body temperature
lowers more than in moderate-deep sleep. A person
may sleepwalk.

REM Sleep (REM = rapid
eye movement)

Most dreams occur during this stage. The brain uses
energy as eyes move quickly, even though the eyelids
are closed. Heart rate and blood pressure increase, but
many of the large body muscles are inactive.
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The student took notes about information in the sources. Select two notes that correctly paraphrase, or restate,
information from both sources.

[ We dream several times each night.

[ People can be easily awakened from sleep.

[ We do not remember what happens during sleep.

[ People can sleepwalk during a stage of deep sleep.

[ Our bodies and brains continue to work during sleep.

[ During some stages of sleep, our bodies decrease in activity.

Key: Our bodies and brains continue to work during sleep.; During some stages of sleep,
our bodies decrease in activity.

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses.
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m | Gra | Clai | Targ | DO | Standa

# de m et K rds Evidence Statement
The student will use reasoning, evaluation, and
evidence to assess the credibility of each source in
order to select relevant information to support

29 6 4 3 2 | W-8 research.

A student is writing a research report about earthworms. Read the sentences from his report and the directions
that follow.

Although native to Europe, earthworms are found underground throughout Morth America and western Asia. They
do not live in deserts or regions where there is frost or permanent snow and ice because the ground is too hard.
Typically only a few inches long, earthworms have been known to grow to 14 inches in length. Earthworms' bodies
are made up of ring-like sections called annuli. These sections are covered in setae, or small hairs, which the worm
uses to move and dig tunnels. As the earthworm moves through the soil, their tunnels aerate, or add air to, the
ground. An earthworm can eat up to one third of its body weight in a day. That would be equal to a 75-pound child
eating 25 pounds of food in one day!

Which source would most likely give the student more information for the paragraph from his report?

www.moreaboutscience.com

Purchase our videos about Milo the Earthworm and find out what adventures he has as he burrows through the

www.scienceanimal )([JlOIEI'.COITI

Here I discuss the different animals I find every week in my backyard and which ones are my favorites.

www.scienceundertheground.com

You walk on top of the ground everyday. Learn about what crawls and burrows in the dirt below you.

www.sciencemadefun4u.com

Keep underground creatures from coming into your home in this exciting game.

N
ground.
B
©
®
Key: C

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response.
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Item:
Item # Grade Claim | Target| DOK | Standards Evidence Statement

The student will cite evidence
to support analyses,
30 6 4 4 2 W-1b, W-8 | arguments, or critigues.

A student is writing an argumentative report about the best way to improve the quality of life in her city. She found
possible sources for her report. Read the sources and the directions that follow.

Source 1: "Spending Money for the Town" by Ray Butler

According to Mayor Greg Davidson, the city has received a grant of $100,000. This money is to be used to improve
the quality of life here. He has received several suggestions. One is that the playgrounds of two parks should be
improved. Another is that more trails for hiking and biking should be added. Those additions would help increase
exercise. A number of young people have also suggested building a skateboard park.

Source 2: "What Makes People Happy with Their City?"’ by Rosalie Davis

A recent survey of residents of twenty cities showed some interesting findings. Those people who were most happy
with life in their towns had several things in common. All of them had activity programs for children. The activities
ranged from swimming and soccer to skating and art. Several of them also had drama and music programs. There
wlfei'uﬁ] also activity programs for adults. Almost all of the towns included volunteer programs for both adults and
children.

The student wrote down some claims to use in her report. Look at the claims on the table. Decide if the information
in Source 1, Source 2, both sources, or neither source supports each claim. Click on the box that appropriately
describes each claim. There will be only one box selected for each claim.

Source Source Both Neither

1 2 Sources Source
Claim 1: Towns should build bike trails. [ [ [ [
Claim 2: Towns should solve pollution problems. [ [ [ [
Claim 3: Towns should provide opportunities in the arts. [ [ [ [

Claim 4: Towns should provide activities and equipment [ [ [ [
for children.

Key:

Claim 1 = Source 1

Claim 2 = Neither Source
Claim 3 = Source 2

Claim 4 = Both Sources

Rubric: (1 point) Student matches each Claim to the correct Source.
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