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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

1 7 1 8 2 RI-2 

1. The student will identify text 
evidence (explicit details 
and/or implicit information) to 
support a GIVEN inference or 
conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key :  

Wolves then raise lots of pups, and their numbers increase.  

More wolves mean more mouths to feed and more moose get eaten.  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects both correct sentences.  
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

2 7 1 8 2 RI-2 

The student will identify text evidence 
(explicit details and/or implicit 
information) to support a GIVEN inference 
or conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key : A  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

3 7 1 9 3 RI-2 

The student will summarize the central 
idea of a subtopic in the text using 
supporting evidence. 

 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response:  

¶ Gives sufficient evidence of the ability 

to determine/summarize the authorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

¶ Includes specific examples/details that 

make clear reference to the text  

¶ Adequately explains the au thorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation with clearly relevant 

information based on the text  

Responses may include (but are not 

limited to):  

¶ (central idea) The species on the island 

are all interconnected.  

¶ (support) The moose affect the growth 

of the pine when the moose population 

increases they eat more trees.  

¶ (support) The population of the wolves 

affects the population of the moose.  

¶ (support) The pine trees and the wolves 

are ultimately connected.  

¶ (support) The island eventually 

reple nishes itself  

The section ñUps and Downsò explains how the 

food chain operates on the island. When the 

moose increase, they eat more pines. When 

the pines die, the moose have nothing to eat, 

so they die. When there are plenty of moose, 

the wolves eat well.  When the wolves eat well, 

they multiply. They require more moose to eat. 

The connections between the species control 

the population on the island as years go by.  

1 

A response:  

¶ Gives limited evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the authorôs 

It focuses on how the life on the island is 

connected. Wolves and moose and pines all 

affect each other's populations.  
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message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

¶ Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make reference 

to the text  

¶ Explains the authorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea or 

explanation with vague/limited 

information bas ed on the text  

Responses may include those listed in 

the 2 - point response.  

0 

A response:  

¶ Gives no evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the authorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea, or to 

explain the support for a central idea  

OR 

¶ Gives the authorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation, but includes no examples 

or no exam ples/details that make 

reference to the text  

OR 

¶ Gives the authorôs 

message/claim/point/central idea, or 

explanation, but includes no 

explanation or no relevant information 

from the text  

Life is connected in a chain on the island.  
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

4 7 1 10 2 RI-4, L-4.d 

The student will determine the meaning 
of a word with multiple definitions using 
context clues from the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key : C  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  
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G7_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  6 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

5 7 1 11 3 RI-6 

The student will make an inference 
about the ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ purpose for writing 
the article and support it with evidence 
from the text. 

 

 

 

 

Key : A, A  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

response for Part B.  
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

6 7 1 13 3 RI-5 

The student will analyze or interpret why 
the author structured elements within the 
text in a certain manner and the impact of 
that structure on meaning. 

 

 

 

 

Key : B  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

7 7 1 13 3 RI-5 

The student will analyze or interpret why 
the author structured elements within 
the text in a certain manner and the 
impact of that structure on meaning 

 

 

 

 

Key : C, E  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

8 7 1 1 2 RL-1 
The student will identify text evidence to 
support a given conclusion based on the text. 

 

 

 

Key : C, D  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

9 7 1 2 3 RL-2 

The student will determine or summarize 
a theme or central idea of a text using 
supporting evidence. 

 

Score Rationale Exemplar 

2 

A response:  

¶ Gives sufficient evidence of the 

ability to determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea  

¶ Includes specific examples/details 

that make clear reference to the 

text  

¶ Adequately explains the 

theme/central idea/message or 

analysis with clearly relevant 

information based on the text  

Responses may include (but are not 

limited to):  

¶ (central idea) Good sportsmanship 

is more important than competition.  

¶ (support) ñéthe boys grew up 

admiring each otherôs athletic 

skills.ò 

¶ (support) ñWho won the race no 

longer mattered.ò 

¶ (support) Scott helped Brad across 

the finish line.  

The central idea of the story "When Winning Took 

a Back Seat," is that good sportsmanship is more 

important than competition. The authors develop 

the idea of this central idea by first introducing 

two likable characters,  Brad and Scott. No matter 

whose team won, the boys always complimented 

each other on the way they played. Brad and 

Scott play a number of sports and their teams 

frequently compete. The authors point out how 

the boys, ñadmire each otherôs' athletic skills.ò 

This helps to exemplify the beginnings of good 

sportsmanship between the young men. As the 

story progresses, the authors mention the mutual 

respect the athletes have for each other. When 

Brad is injured, Scott helps him to the finish line. 

Both boys win first place, exemplifying the central 

idea.  
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1 

A response:  

¶ Gives limited evidence of the ability 

to determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea  

¶ Includes vague/limited 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text   

¶ Explains the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis with 

vague/limited information based on 

the text  

Responses may include those listed 

in the 2 - point response .  

The central idea of the story is good 

sportsmanship. Both boys always t reat each other 

with respect and admiration. In the end, when 

one boy is hurt, the other chooses his friend over 

winning.  

0 

A response:  

¶ Gives no evidence of the ability to 

determine/summarize the 

theme/central idea/message, or to 

analyze the development of the 

central idea  

OR 

¶ Gives the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis, but 

includes no examples or no 

examples/details that make 

reference to the text  

OR 

¶ Gives the theme/central 

idea/message or analysis, but 

includes no explanation or relevant 

informatio n from the text  

The author shows that good sportsmanship is 

important.  
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

10 7 1 3 2 RL-4, L-4.a 
The student will determine the definition 
of a word by using context clues. 

 

 

 

 

Key : C  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

11 7 1 4 3 RL-3 

The student will determine the author's 
purpose for including specific elements in 
the text and support those findings with 
evidence from the text. 

 

 

 

Key : B, B  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

response for Part B.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

12 7 1 4 3 RL-6 

The student will form a conclusion about a 
literary text and identify details within the 
text that support that conclusion. 

 

 

 

Key : Part A: B; Part B:  Brad looked up at Scott, smiled, and said, ñMan, youôre 

something else.ò 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the correct 

sentence  for Part B.   



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

13 7 1 5 3 RL-3 

The student will analyze the 
relationships among the characters' 
interactions within the text. 

 

 

 

Key : Part A: A; Part B: No matter whose team won, Scott and Brad always shook hands 

and complimented each other on the way they played.; But the boys grew up admiring 
each others' athletic skills.  

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response for Part A and the  two  correct 

sentences  for Part B.  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

14 7 1 6 3 RL-5 

The student will determine how the 
setting of the text adds to the 
characterization. 

 

 

 

Key : D  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

15 7 1 7 3 L-5 

The student will interpret the 
meaning of figurative words and 
phrases used in context and analyze 
its impact on meaning or tone. 

 

 

 

Key : A  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  



Grade 7 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

16 7 2 1b 2 W-3.d 

The student will use information 
provided in a stimulus to write well-
developed narratives that apply narrative 
techniques such as including descriptive 
details and sensory language that convey 
events/experiences 

 

Key : D  

 

Rubric : (1 point) Student selects the correct response.  

  


