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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

1 8 1 8 2 RI-1 

The student will support a given 
conclusion with evidence from 
the text. 

 

 

Key: People responded to them and my interest in the creative potential of photography 
grew." (All text is selectable.) 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct sentence. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

2 8 1 9 2 RI-2 

The student will summarize the 
central idea in a text using 
supporting evidence. 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

3 8 1 10 2 RI-4, L-4.a 

The student will use resources to 
determine the correct meaning of 
a word in an informational text. 

 

 

Key: custodian (selectable distractors are: opportunities, expeditions, communication) 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct word. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

4 8 1 11 3 RI-3 

The student will make an 
inference about the text and 
identify evidence within the text 
that support that inference. 

 

 

 
Score Rationale  Exemplar 

2 

A response: 
• Gives sufficient evidence of 

the ability to make a clear 
inference/conclusion  

• Includes specific 
examples/details that make 
clear reference to the text  

• Adequately explains 
inference/conclusion with 
clearly relevant information 
based on the text 

Responses may include (but 
are not limited to): 
• (inference) The author 

wanted to show how 
interested and dedicated 
Ansel Adams was to 
photography.  

• (support) working for free 
• (support) how he was 

unhappy with the 
development work done on 
his first pictures 

• (support) the purpose of his 
apprenticeship 

Snyder included Ansel Adams' apprenticeship under 
Frank Dittman to show his keen interest and true 
dedication to the art of photography. Unhappy with the 
results of his developed pictures of Yosemite, Adams 
volunteered to “work in the shop without pay, just to 
learn more about photography.” Dittman taught Adams 
how to turn film into prints. From this experience, 
Adams learned how a photograph was created from 
beginning to end. This makes it clear that his dedication 
to learning photography was more than a passing 
notion. 
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1 

A response: 
• Gives limited evidence of the 

ability to make an 
inference/conclusion  

• Includes vague/limited 
examples/details that make 
reference to the text  

• Explains inference/conclusion 
with vague/limited 
information based on the text 

Responses may include those 
listed in the 2 point response. 

The author mentions Adams' apprenticeship to show how 
much he loved photography. He worked for free. 

0 

A response: 
• Gives no evidence of the 

ability to make an 
inference/conclusion 

OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion 

but includes no examples or 
no examples/details that 
make reference to the text 

OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion 

but includes no explanation or 
no relevant information from 
the text 

Adams loved taking pictures. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

5 8 1 11 3 RI-6 

The student will make an 
inference about the author's 
purpose and identify evidence 
within the text that supports 
that inference. 

Key:  

Part A: A 

Part B: “He created his photos carefully, as though they were paintings like those seen at 
the Expo.” 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 
response in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

6 8 1 12 3 RI-3 

The student will analyze the 
interaction between elements of 
the text. 

 

 

Key:  

Part A: C 

Part B: “This helped him to improve with every photo he took, and he read every book 
and magazine he could find to learn more.” 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 
response in Part B.  
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

7 8 1 13 3 RI-5 

The student will analyze why the 
author structured elements 
within the text in a certain 
manner and the impact of that 
structure on meaning. 

 

 

 

Key: that Adams intended to share his photograph with the public; that Adams thought 
about creating art as a way of speaking to the world 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

8 8 1 14 3 L-5 

The student will interpret the 
meaning of figurative words and 
phrases used in context and its 
impact on meaning and tone. 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

9 8 1 1 2 RL-1 

The student will identify text 
evidence to support a given 
inference based on the text. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

10 8 1 2 2 RL-2 

The student will analyze the 
impact of word choice on reader 
interpretation of meaning or tone. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key: He firmly believed that if he didn't know what came next he ought to just wait until 
it came to him. (selectable distractors are: After lunch he would walk out of the cafeteria 
straight to third block, Introduction to Digital Publishing, or Beginning On-Line 
Publications, he could not remember.; There was a Peregrine Falcon at the zoo and when 
he sharpened his beak on a stone it sounded the same as the noise the students around 
him were making on the keyboards.; It sounded like pair-of-grin to him and that made 
him smirk a little.; Sometimes they juggled oranges and sometimes they would let the 
bystanders toss in different things and they would juggle whatever they were given.) 

Rubric: (1point) Student selects the correct sentence. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

11 8 1 3 2 RL-4, L-4.b 

The student will determine the 
meaning of a word based on 
its context in a literary text. 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

12 8 1 4 3 RL-3 

The student will form a conclusion 
about a literary text and identify 
details within the text to support 
that conclusion. 

 

 

Score Rationale  Exemplar 

2 

A response: 
• Gives sufficient evidence of 

the ability to make a clear 
inference/conclusion  

• Includes specific 
examples/details that make 
clear reference to the text  

• Adequately explains 
inference/conclusion with 
clearly relevant information 
based on the text 

Responses may include (but 
are not limited to): 
• (conclusion) Stewart has a 

vivid imagination. 
• (support) trip to the park zoo 
• (support) visions of clowns 
• (support) riding the subway 
• (support) walking a dog 

Stewart has a very vivid imagination. The author reveals 
Stewart's imagination by following him through a series 
of memories that are inspired by the tapping of the 
keyboard in class. The placement of his fingers on the 
keyboard triggers an imagined story that includes a trip 
to the park zoo and visions of clowns down near the 
American Museum of Natural History. Stewart goes on 
to imagine himself walking a dog named Mustard down 
8th Avenue on a busy Saturday. The story end when the 
teacher recognizes that Stewart was daydreaming in 
class and encourages him to use his vivid imagination to 
complete his class assignment. 

1 

A response: 
• Gives limited evidence of the 

ability to make an 
inference/conclusion  

• Includes vague/limited 
examples/details that make 

Stewart's imagination helps the reader understand what 
he wants from other people. 
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reference to the text  
• Explains inference/conclusion 

with vague/limited 
information based on the text 

Responses may include those 
listed in the 2 point response. 

0 

A response: 
• Gives no evidence of the 

ability to make an 
inference/conclusion 

OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion 

but includes no examples or 
no examples/details that 
make reference to the text 

OR 
• Gives an inference/conclusion 

but includes no explanation or 
no relevant information from 
the text 

Stewart has a good imagination. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

13 8 1 5 3 RL-3 

The student will analyze the 
relationships among literary 
elements within one text. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key:  

Part A: B 

Part B: Suddenly Stewart was flying from his plastic desk chair out out out of his own 
head. (All text is selectable.) 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 
sentence in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

14 8 1 6 2 RL-5 

The student will determine how the 
overall structure of the text impacts 
its meaning. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

15 8 1 7 3 RL-4, L-5.a 

The student will interpret the 
intent and use of a literary device 
and analyze its impact on meaning 
or tone. 

 

 

 

Key: The author uses irony to help the reader understand Stewart’s conflict.; The author 
shows the reader how other characters in the story view Stewart. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

16 8 2 3b 2 W-2.f 

The student will provide a 
conclusion that is related to and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented 

 

 

 

Key: C 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

17 8 2 3b 2 

W-2a, W-2b, 
W-2c, W-2d, 
W-2e, and/or 
W-2f 

1. (Organization) The student will 
revise informational/explanatory 
text by identifying improved 
organizational elements such as g. 
providing a conclusion that is 
related to and supports the 
information or explanation 
presented. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

18 8 2 6a 3 W-1.a 

(Organization) The student will 
use information provided in a 
stimulus to write organized 
arguments by establishing and 
introducing a clear claim 

 

 

Score Rationale  Exemplar 

2 

The response: 
• establishes an appropriate claim 

that adequately articulates the 
argument(s) presented in the 
stimulus 

• provides adequate information to 
put the claim about the school 
board's plan to frame the 
argument /put it into context 

• does more than list arguments to 
support the claim—not formulaic 

• provides an adequate connection 
to the body paragraph 2 point 
sample answer 

Cell phones should be allowed in schools. The reality 
is that a greater number of students and their 
parents are acquiring cell phones. As a result, we 
are increasingly becoming a generation that is 
dependent on mobile technology. Schools already 
have rules for the use of technology, such as school 
computers. Therefore, why not create a policy for 
cell phones as well? Rules would be better than a 
ban. 
 
Annotation: The writer’s introduction does reflect 
the argument as a whole and sets the context. The 
suggested solution moves the reader to the next 
body paragraph. This “adequate” response meets all 
criteria for a 2, although other “2” responses may 
not hit all 4 bullets, or might utilize other 
approaches. 

1 The response: Schools should allow students to have cell phones. 
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• provides a claim that partially 
reflects the argument(s) presented 
in the stimulus   

• provides general information that 
attempts to frame the 
argument/put the claim into 
context 

• may list arguments—formulaic 
• provides a weak connection to the 

body paragraph1 point sample 
answer 

Currently, we depend on cell phones to stay in 
touch with others and to get updated information. 
School is about gathering information; therefore, 
cell phones will help.  
 

Annotation: The claim is appropriate for the 
argument, but there is little context provided, and 
the information provided is mostly general (“stay in 
touch”) or irrelevant to the stimulus (“gathering 
information”). The connection to the body 
paragraph is weak. Other “1” responses may have 
different strengths, weaknesses, approaches and 
still receive an overall score of “1.” 

0 

The response: 
• provides no claim OR provides a 

claim that is not adequate/ 
appropriate for the stimulus  

• provides irrelevant or no 
information to frame the argument 
or put the claim into context  

• provides no appropriate 
connection to the body paragraph 

I have a cell phone that my mom gave to me to use 
to keep in contact with her. It’s great for school. It 
has Internet access on it, so that I can check email 
and look up information as well. 
 
Annotation: There is an implicit claim (“it’s great 
for school” [therefore they shouldn’t be banned]), 
but the information provided to frame the argument 
is irrelevant to the stimulus (“my mom,” “email,” 
etc.). There is no attempt to connect to the body of 
the paragraph. See other grade levels for different 
types of “0” responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

19 8 2 8 2 W-2, L-6 

The student will identify and use the 
best academic or grade-level or 
below domain-specific (but not 
scientific or social studies construct-
relevant word(s)/phrases) to convey 
the precise or intended meaning of a 
text especially with 
informational/explanatory writing. 

 

 

 

Key: brilliant, genetic; intense, hereditary 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

20 8 2 9 1 L-1.b 

The student will identify and/or edit 
for correct use of verb tense, 
conditional mood. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

21 8 2 9 1 L-1, L-2, L-3 

To answer the question, students 
must recognize misplaced 
modifiers and an inappropriate 
shift in verb voice. 

 

 

 

Key: A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 

  



Grade 8 
 
 

G8_PracticeTest_ScoringGuide_ELA.docx  25 

Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

22 8 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

2. The student will analyze how 
information is presented and/or the 
effects of the delivery. 

 

 

 

Key: A 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

23 8 3 4 3 SL-3, SL-2 

3. The student will analyze a quality 
(soundness of reasoning, relevance 
or sufficiency of evidence) of a 
presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: D 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # 
Grad

e 
Clai
m 

Targe
t 

DO
K 

Item: 
Standard

s 

Evidence 
Statemen

t 

24 8 3 4 2 SL-3, SL-2 

3. The student will analyze a 
quality (soundness of 
reasoning, relevance or 
sufficiency of evidence) of a 
presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key:  

Part A: A 

Part B: Studies have already shown that movies, television, and music can have a 
negative effect on children. 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 
response in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

25 8 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

1. The student will identify, 
interpret, or analyze the point of 
view, purpose, motive, central idea, 
or key points of a presentation. 

Key:  

Part A: D 

Part B: “Despite Rockefeller’s young age, he quickly took over the day-to-day business 
operations.” 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response in Part A and the correct 
response in Part B. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

26 8 3 4 2 SL-3, SL-2 

3. The student will analyze a 
quality (soundness of reasoning, 
relevance or sufficiency of 
evidence) of a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: B 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the correct response. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

27 8 3 4 2 SL-2, SL-3 

4. The student will draw and/or 
support a conclusion based on 
content in a presentation. 

 

 

 

Key: It made the three men very wealthy.; It demonstrates that a successful business 
requires advantageous circumstances and relationships. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

28 8 4 2 2 RI-9, RI-1 

The student will analyze 
information within and among 
sources of information. 

 

 

 

Key: In addition, every county in the state also had a lower corn yield in 2012 than in 
2011.; Even though there was less rain in 2012, the largest corn yield for any county 
was in 2012. (All text is selectable.) 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

29 8 4 2 2 
WLiteracy-8, 
W-9 

The student will analyze information 
within and among sources of 
information in order to integrate the 
information that is paraphrased while 
avoiding plagiarism. 

 

 

 

 

Key: The Great Barrier Reef is home to many colorful fish and the greatest variety of 
coral.; Australia benefits from tourists’ desire to explore the unique and hearty coral 
found in the Great Barrier Reef. 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct responses. 
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Item # Grade Claim Target DOK 
Item: 

Standards Evidence Statement 

30 8 4 4 2 
RLiteracy-
1(History), W-9 

The student will cite evidence to 
support arguments or conjectures. 

 

 

 

 

Key: National landmarks named after people, like the Hoover Dam, are important 
reminders of people's contributions to society.; Honoring someone by naming a 
landmark after that person reflects the work and contributions that person made during 
his or her lifetime. (All text is selectable.) 

 

Rubric: (1 point) Student selects the two correct sentences. 

 


